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What has not changed is the purpose of all tech-
nology: ensuring the safety of individuals and 
the security of facilities. Today, providing food, 
clothing, shelter, health care, transportation, 
rehabilitation, banking, safety, and education are 
just some tasks prisons and jails must deal with. 
In addition, penal institutions are charged with 
keeping accurate records regarding inmate cases 
so that release, if possible, and other important 
moments during incarceration are accounted for.

In order to meet the demands of this broad 
range of needs, correctional facilities rely on a 
variety of technology—far more than can be 
covered here. One important type of technol-
ogy that enhances security for inmates and staff 
is controlled sliding doors. Using a centralized 
automated system, doors throughout prison and 
jail facilities are opened and closed. Automation 
allows an inmate to move in a controlled fashion 

through a facility without the need for staff and without jeopardizing the safety of correc-
tional officers or other inmates.

Associated with controlled sliding doors is electronic surveillance, which is widely used 
to enhance the ability to survey a correctional institution. With electronic surveillance, cor-
rectional officers can view all areas of a facility without having to physically be present. 
Electronic surveillance (and other electronic detection devices) is not restricted to inside  
an institution. This technology is also used to monitor the perimeter of the facility. Newer 
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Figure 11.7  n  Percentage of Jail Population by Race and Hispanic Origin, 2005–2013

Unlike in prisons, a larger percentage of white males are found in jail than other race/Hispanic origin 
groups. Why does the distribution by race/Hispanic origin found in jail not translate to prison?

Over time, the percentage of whites found in jails has increased some. Why might that be? What policies 
might that be tied to? As a policymaker, what changes, if any, would you oversee to address this?

Source: Minton, T. D., & Golinelli, D. (2014). Jail inmates at midyear 2013—Statistical tables. (NCJ 245350). Washington, DC: 
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Maximum-security prison. These prisons are designed for the most violent 

offenders. Yet in reality many in these facilities are not the most violent. 

Why would these people be placed in such facilities? What problems does 

this bring for the inmates, guards, and society? If you were the chief of 

prisons of your state, would you ensure only the most violent are housed 

here? Why or why not?
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